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November ….. Thanksgiving Day, harvest times, awareness of 
blessings, gratitude for gifts.   
 

 

The staff of St. Mary Parish says THANK YOU to all our VOLUNTEERS !! 

 

Prayer Network, new member registration, funeral dinners, hospitality, 

parish event helpers, rides to church 

 

Home & Hospital Eucharistic Ministers, Rock Haven escorts, Sister 

Parish, GIFT Homeless Shelter, ECHO, Meals on wheels, Catholic 

Women Club, KCs 

 

Liturgy Committee & Coordinators, environment, choirs, cantors, 

instrumentalists, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, altar servers, ushers, 

greeters at Mass, Eucharistic Adoration & Taize Prayer, 

 

Sacramental prep, RCIA, Small faith and Scripture study groups, 

catechists and aids, CYO Basketball 

 

Home and School & Athletic Association, Classroom and media center 

volunteering, alumni, and Athletic Association 

 

Parish Council, committee members, money counters, fundraising, clerical 

support, parish festivals, building and grounds help-outs. 

 

And those volunteers we inadvertently missed. 

 
 

Proverbs 11:24-28 “The generous soul will prosper……” 
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PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545

  

                                                                             

  www.nativitymary.org 

                                     (608) 752-7861 

Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor                                                       

Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach  

Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy  

Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education 

Kathy Fisher, Business Manager 

Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary 

 

 
 
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St.  754-5221 

Steve Castrogiovanni Principal  

Sue Vodak, Secretary 

 
 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of St. Mary Parish,  
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, August and   
November.   
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  Let 
us know what you’d like to see.   
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 The councils were glad to take part in our farewell and thank you to Father 

Steve Umhoefer and to welcome our new priest, Father Rob Butz. 

 Several of our council members spent a day in September in Cross Plains   

networking with other councils on how we can increase our input to charities 

and St. Mary’s. 

 At our first breakfast of the year on September 27th, we welcomed a            

representative from SMILES Therapeutic Riding, one of our charities         

supported by the Tootsie Roll drive.   

 We look forward to our upcoming Christmas card sales, our monthly        

breakfasts and several other activities with the other Janesville councils. 

 The councils participated in the Taste of St. Mary’s Festival in September.  

The KC’s cooked and served brats with some much needed help from Kevin 

Castro.  We also had the opportunity to show off the grill that the councils  

purchased for St. Elizabeth’s home.  Together with many members of St. 

Mary’s parish, we were able to help raise money with the raffle, brat sales and 

farmer’s market.  Most importantly, everyone had a great time.   

 We will continue to work with our churches and our schools to help as we can 

and perhaps encourage learning through some fun activities including a poster 

contest and an essay contest. 

 As a super start to the holiday season the councils will light the nativity scene 

at St. Mary’s and sing a few Christmas carols at St. Elizabeth’s nursing home.  

We invite the entire parish (young & old) to join us for this fun and eye    

opening event. 

 The councils will also sponsor a billboard displayed in Janesville related to the 

“Keep Christ In Christmas” theme.  Additionally, we will be distributing yard 

signs and car decals related to this theme. 

 

 

 

 

Nov 12  1st Degree at St. Mary’s, Nativity House 

Nov 12  KC Council Meeting 7:30, Nativity House 

Nov 15  Eggs & Pancake Breakfast 

Nov 19  Rosary & Social Event at St. Mary’s, Nativity House  

Dec 1  Light Nativity Scene at St. Mary’s/Serenade at St. Elizabeth’s  

Dec 10  KC Council Meeting 7:30, Nativity House 

Dec 17  Rosary & Social Event at St. Mary’s, Nativity House 

Dec 21  Eggs & Pancake Breakfast 

Jan 14  KC Council Meeting 7:30, Nativity House 

Jan 18  Eggs & Pancake Breakfast 

Feb 11  KC Council Meeting 7:30, Nativity House 

Feb 15  Eggs & Pancake Breakfast 
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The Knights of Columbus is always looking for new members.  

The simple requirements are that you are over 18 years old and a 

practicing Catholic gentleman.  We offer camaraderie with your fellow 

parishioners, we service our church, school and community and we 

offer a GREAT life insurance plan to help protect you and your family.  

Please consider the KC in your church service activities and give us a 

call. 

 

Greg Kraft 

Grand Knight, Council 10363  

(608) 754-5615 

mackraft@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beautiful & bountiful fall season is winding down again, the wagons and tables 

have been stored, the grills and slow cookers have cooled.  Thank you very much to 

all the festival sponsors and all the parishioners who helped as participants and 

volunteers.  It is because of you that we had another successful event for 2015.   
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We begin a new year, and this year is an exciting one.  Not only do we begin the 

season of Advent, but we also mark together the start of the Jubilee year.  Pope 

Francis has announced that the Church throughout the world will celebrate the 

Jubilee Year of Mercy.  The Jubilee Year will start on December 8th and continue 

until November 20, 2016. 

 

What is a Jubilee Year?  The roots of a jubilee year go back to the Old Testament.  

Every 50th year, in the Mosaic Law, was made holy for the Jewish people.  Debts 

were cancelled, slaves were freed, and lands were restored to their “original  

owners.”  Ordinary jubilees were called in the Church every 25 or 50 years.   

Extraordinary jubilees were called for some special occasion.  The last  

extraordinary jubilee was called in 1983, when Pope St. John Paul II announced 

the holy year in honor of the 1950th anniversary of Christ’s redemption.   

 

Jubilee years are observed by the Church as times of effecting reconciliation with 

God and of receiving favor and blessing from Him.  Pope Francis has stated, “It is 

indeed my wish that the Jubilee be a living experience of the Father, whose  

tenderness is almost tangible, so that the faith of every believer may be  

strengthened and thus testimony to it be ever more effective.”  The Pope has, 

through his authority, introduced various ways for the faithful to receive  

indulgences.  An indulgence is a remission of the temporal punishment for sin, 

and therefore the giving of satisfaction owed to God for one’s sin.  For example, a 

person could travel to Rome and enter St. Peter’s Basilica.  If that pilgrimage was 

done in a spirit of prayer and repentance, then that person would receive that  

remission of punishment (another way to say that is a reduction of a sentence God 

would give a person who committed a particular sin).  That is a very powerful 

treasure that the Church offers, and the Jubilee Year is like opening a great bank 

vault filled with many graces of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Parish Council and I have been discussing the various ways our parish can 

participate in the upcoming Jubilee Year.  Unfortunately, we all cannot go to 

Rome or Jerusalem.  But there will be opportunities our community will take part 

in the Year of Mercy.  It is the Pope’s wish that we always seek out the Lord.  It is 

the Lord who never tires in seeking us out.  May we never forget that!   
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Greetings from Religious Education! 
 

Our first two months seem to have flown by.  In September, 
the younger children visited the Nativity of Mary church and 

learned about being reverent while in church.  They also learned 
about Pope Francis and his visit to the U.S.   In October, we have 

been learning about Our Mother Mary and the Rosary.  We went to 
the church and recited a rosary. 

 On October 17th, we had ten young people from our parish 
Confirmed by Bishop Morlino at St. William Church.  It was a 
beautiful ceremony.  Please keep these young people, Samuel 
Barrette, Daniel Donahue, James Donahue, Madeline Hoeser, Sara 
Anne Malmanger, Alexa McGoey, Morgan Minard, Anthony Seibert, 
Brady Trapp and Connor Wright in your prayers as they enter their 
Confirmed life in the church.    
 
 Five 2nd graders are studying for their Reconciliation in 
December.  They will go on a mini retreat and visit the 
Reconciliation room before the Reconciliation Sacrament.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.  
  
 We all have been enjoying Fr. Rob’s visit each week.  As you 
go from one class to the next you might hear Father Rob discussing 
the Rosary with the 4-5th grade class,  receiving Communion with 
the 6-7-8th grade class, and St. Francis with the K-1 class.  Please 
remember to ask your child when you pick them up at night what 
they learned.  This will help reinforce what was studied that night.   
 
 As we move closer to the Holidays, may we keep Christ in 
Thanksgiving and Advent. 

 
Peace, 

Kathleen Hookham 
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WHAT HAPPENS TO MY CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPE……..? 
 

The weekend is coming and I get ready by putting cash or a check in my church 
contribution envelope; I get to church and the collection basket is passed; I put 

my envelope in; WHAT HAPPENS NEXT??? 

 
After mass, the ushers take the collection basket to a room in the basement of the 

rectory where the money is counted.  There are teams of 3-4 people who count 
on the first Sunday of the month and another group of 3-4 who count on the 

second Sunday and another group of 3-4 who count on the third Sunday and the 
same for the fourth and fifth Sundays.  This method assures no one person has 

access to the money alone and provides a good check and balance.  One of the 
team members for that weekend fills out a tally sheet listing the designation of 

the funds (envelopes, offertory, and special collections).  The tally sheet and the 

money counted need to agree.  Then the money is bundled and taken to the night 
deposit box at the bank under lock and key.  The bank counts the money on 

Monday morning and rechecks the totals and the church bookkeeper gets the tally 
sheet to record everyone’s contribution for the yearend tax reports.    

 
It is very important that you try to write the amount you contribute on your 

envelope as the bookkeeper only gets the empty envelopes – the money counters 
try to remember to write the amount if it is left blank but it takes extra time. 

 

IF you contribute by using the Automatic Withdrawal program or Credit Card or 
send a check automatically through your banking program or an individual check 

in the mail –  the bookkeeper gets those and makes a weekly deposit independent 
from the Sunday collections.  When you receive your financial statements at the 

end of the year, sometimes the check numbers appear.  That shows the 
bookkeeper actually saw the check and recorded it.   

 
You can rest assure that the money you contribute is handled very carefully and 

confidentially.  All money is under lock and key in the safe when not being 

counted or deposited.   

I want to take this opportunity to personally thank the teams of money 

counters who donate part of their Sunday mornings to make sure your 

money is cared for properly and securely.   

Each team has a system of counting and there is a guideline available to show 

proper procedures that has been reviewed by bank staff.  If you feel that this 

ministry is something you might be interested in, please call 752-7861 (extension 
11) and I would be happy to talk with you and add you to a list of people who are 
willing to substitute when needed.  That is a good way to become familiar with 
the procedures without making a full once a month commitment.   

Thank you, 

Kathy Fisher 
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The end of Ordinary Time is drawing near.  We look forward 

to our new liturgical year and the wonderful seasons of Advent and 

Christmas.   

 

The First Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on the      

weekend of November 29th.  

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holy day of  

obligation, will be celebrated on December 8th at 8:15 am and  

at 6:15 pm. 

 

Mass Schedule for December 24 – 25 

 

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

4:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25, (Christmas Day) 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Ministers will be needed for the Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day Masses.  You may volunteer on-line using the Ministry      

Scheduler program. Ministry signup sheets will also be posted in the 

church. 

 

Let us use this Season of Hope and Faith to intensify and  

increase our occasion to pray.  Remember to pray, not only for   

yourself, but also for your neighbor. 

 

On behalf of the entire liturgy department; may your seasons 

of Advent and Christmas find you with the gifts of Patience and 

Peace. 
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Fundraising 

Scrip 1st full weekend and 3rd weekend of every month 

Scoopie Nights March 30th and April 27th  

Steeple Chase 

On Sunday, October 4th , God provided excellent weather and we held our 34th 

annual Steeple Chase. Many families attended this amazing event at Riverside 

Park. We have many wonderful sponsors who help make this event profitable. 

We would like to ask you to support our sponsors by using their services when 

you can. 

 

- Rock Roads Companies, Inc  

- St. Mary's Janesville hospital  

- Premier Oral and Maxillofacial surgery  

- LP Tree Service 

- Ellis Orthodontics 

- Frank Silha and Sons Inc  

- Venable Farms Inc  

- Minuteman Press 

- R&W Heating and Cooling Inc  

- Addie Water Systems Inc  

- Mercy Health System  

- Badger State Auction and Real Estate LLC  

Catholic Schools Week 

Each year all catholic schools in our nation take a week to celebrate our         

wonderful schools. This year catholic schools week will begin on Sunday,        

January 31. We will start off our week with mass at 10:30. The students will have 

many fun activities to celebrate throughout the week and then we will wrap up the 

week with a Spaghetti dinner from 5-8PM on Friday, February 5th.  I hope to see 

you there! 

Steve Castrogiovanni 

St. Mary School Principal 
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 Our school year has gotten off to a great start. We are blessed to be 

supported by a wonderful parish community. One of our goals this year is to 

create a better connection between our parish community and our school. 

Please be on the lookout in our parish bulletin for ways that our school will 

be connecting with our parish. 

 
Dates to Remember 

November 12  

Field trip to Olbrich Gardens and Chazen Museum of Art 3-5 

November 17 

End of 1st trimester 

November 20 

Janesville all school Mass at St. Patrick Church 

November 25-27 

No School (Thanksgiving Break) 

December 10 

Strings Concert at the library 4:00 PM 

December 17 

Band Concert 1:30 and 7:00 PM 

December 21 

Christmas Program 1:30 and 6:00 PM 

December 23-January 4 

Christmas Break 

January 5 

Classes resume 

February 5 

Spaghetti Dinner 5-8PM 

March 4 

End of 2nd Trimester 

March 16 

Middle School Musical 

March 18 

Living Stations 

March 21-29 

Spring Break 

May 9-13 

8th Grade Washington D.C. trip 

 

                                St. Mary School 
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St. Mary Parish warmly welcomes our newest 

parishioners who registered in 

August  – October 2015 
 

 

BECK, Roger & Julaine 

 

HANSEN, Dee 

 

HERNANDEZ, Delfino 

Kaylee – 7 

Delfino – 1 

 

SCHNEIDER, Alan & Cheryl 

 

SEIBERT, Sheila 

 

VOGEL, Drew & Erin 

Everlee – infant 

 

WOISARD, Janet 

 

E.C.H.O. Needs - 

 
Soup    Diapers (Larger sizes) 

Crackers   Deodorant 

Mashed Potatoes  Bar Soap 

Tuna   Shampoo 

Corned Beef  Toilet Paper 

Peanut Butter & Jelly Feminine Products 
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Baptisms 
 

Sebastian John Pierce 
Son of Michael & Erin Pierce 

August 2, 2015 
 

 Rhianna Grace White 
Daughter of Rodney & Geanalin White 

September 19, 2015 
 

Everlee Ellen Vogel 
Daughter of Andrew & Erin Vogel 

November 1, 2015 
 

 

 

Confirmed 
October 17, 2015 by Bishop Robert Morlino 

 
 
 
 

Samuel John Gordon Barrette 
 

Daniel William Donahue 
 

James Donahue 
 

Madeline May Hoeser 
 

Sara Anne Malmanger 
 

Alexa McGoey 
 

Morgan Minard 
 

Anthony Paul Seibert 
 

Brady Joseph Trapp 
 

Connor Joseph Wright 
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We remember the following 
parishioners who have died  

from July 2015  
through October 2015 

 
 

Norma Weis 
July 18, 2015 

 
Mary Helen Glynn 

July 25, 2015 
 

Nancy Sue Lucey 
August 30, 2015 

 

Jessica Lynn Szerlong 
October 4, 2015 

 

Phyllis McCann 
October 8, 2015 

 

John Saxer 
October 9, 2015 

 

Geraldine Rice 
October 20, 2015 

 

 

A Prayer for Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. 

You sent your Son to be the Light of the world and to spread his light of love to all. 

As we light the candles of this wreath, 

May its growing brightness remind us of the approaching nearness of your Son, 

So that the day of His coming may find us prepared and filled with joy. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


